The 2011 Australian Tango Poetry Competition

Tango embraces a wider creative field than popular music and improvised dance. It is ‘a way of living, feeling and conceiving passionately existence and the world’
. It is also a song of music with poetry, and a passionate art of theatrical and dramatic interpretation. Tango is a vibrant expressive popular art, with a ritual and culture that has spread far beyond its place of birth, the River Plate estuary of Argentina. With a repertoire that addresses the universal human condition, Tango has inspired artists, philosophers, psychologists, historians, writers, poets, composers, songwriters, musicians and dancers for over a century. 

At the milonga (a tango dance salon) a ritual prevails. The invitation to dance is silently delivered and accepted. The absence of spoken words at the milonga heightens emotional states, recalling ancient senses. Perhaps this is what has inspired those Spanish-speaking writers and those of other nationalities, who have been addressing Tango in poetry, lyrics, stories, philosophical treatises and journalism since the early 1900s. 

New and original tango poetry in English has not been generally available in Australia. It should be for, through this competition, an interested readership for Australian tango poetry within the country and abroad is developing.  This is the raison d’etre for this competition.

The Australian Tango Poetry Competition was established in 2009 by the Friends of Buenos Aires at the Beach Incorporated, a not-for-profit organization, dedicated to promoting and making more widely accessible the beauty and benefits of Tango and its related arts. The purpose was to encourage writers primarily resident in Australia to address Tango, and to take new writing to an interested and broad readership. 

In 2011 the Prize for the winning poem will be $500. 

The winning work and those short-listed by the judging panel will be published in the widely distributed journal, Tango Australis during 2012, and also on the Friends of Buenos Aires at the Beach website. The names of the short list of poets, and the Prize-winning poem, as selected by the judging panel, will be published in the January 2012 edition of Tango Australis, and other poems in subsequent editions.

For further information and entry forms, contact P. Jarvis, Australian Tango Poetry Competition, PO Box 3024, BAREENA, Newtown, Victoria, 3220. Telephone: 041 753 1619. Email richardandpam@mac.com  (put Australian Tango Poetry in the header).

Receipt of all entries will be acknowledged by mail.

The 2011 Australian Tango Poetry Competition

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY FORM

· Entrants must primarily be residents of Australia 

· Entries must be unpublished poems and the original work of the entrant. Poems must be written in English. Submitted poems cannot be under consideration to any other publisher or award.

· Poems must be in double spaced type on A4 paper, and should not exceed 40 lines. Each poem should be printed on a separate page. 

·  A maximum of five poems can be submitted, and a copy of this official entry form must accompany each poem. A pen name is to be used on the entry itself, and the pen name and real name given together on the separate Conditions of Entry form. 

· An entry fee of $5 for one poem, plus $2 for each subsequent poem (money order or cheque payable to Friends of Buenos Aires at the Beach Incorporated), and a stamped self-addressed envelope should be enclosed with the entry so that an acknowledgement can be sent to each entrant on receipt of the entry.

· Entries must be lodged by September 30, 2011, and no entries received after this date will be accepted.

· Members of the competition-judging panel & organising committee are excluded from submitting entries.

· Short-listed poets will be advised.

· The winner will be announced on Saturday, 10 December 2011 in Adelaide. The Competition prize is $500. Should judges decide to award Equal First Prize to two entries, the Prize of $500 will be shared.

· Authors retain copyright in their work, but the organisers are licensed to publish the winning poem in the journal ‘Tango Australis’, on the ‘Friends of Buenos Aires at the Beach’ website, and also in any subsequent anthology of issues whether in print or non-print form. Short-listed poems may also be published on the website.

· A writer’s fee of $50 for each non-prize-winning poem published in Tango Australis will be paid. Any further licensing of rights by the winning author or other entrants will be by subsequent negotiation.

· The judges’ decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into.

· Entries will not be returned.

· Each entrant must sign one entry form per poem. This entry form binds the entrant to the above conditions of entry.

NAME        _______________________________

ADDRESS _______________________________


       _____________________ State _______ Postcode ______

TELEPHONE ________________(Work) ___________________(Home)

MOBILE     _______________________________


EMAIL ADDRESS ________________________________

TITLE OF POEM _________________________________

PEN-NAME _____________________________________

SIGNED ___________________________ DATE________________ 

Entry fee ($5 for first poem, plus $2 for each subsequent poem))  ____ Please forward the completed entry form(s), poem(s), payment for entries, & stamped self -addressed envelope to:

P. Jarvis, Friends of Buenos Aires at the Beach Incorporated, 

Australian Tango Poetry Competition,

PO Box 3024, BAREENA, NEWTOWN, Vic, 3220
� Horacio Ferrer, The Golden Age of Tango














